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. Phil Paramore =
Bagle bports Columnist ;

McGre or
sheﬂm out
the cash

MonLomgerys Milton -
MeGregor is a well-known
man for a number of reasons.
Most recognize his name as a
dog-track owner, and many
people have varying opinions
on the industry that has made
him an extrcmely wealthy

- man.

‘However, he 3 certainly
- stepped up to the plate when -

it comes to aiding the cause of |

college basketball in this state,
Just last month; McGr egor
pledged the first $1 million. .

toward ¢onstitction of anew = |

basketball arena at Troy The

school’s old Sartain Hall is con=

sidered both an eye-sore and
the last major facility holding
‘Troy back from becoming a
‘major player on'the Division I
scene, Get 8-9,000 seats or 50
in‘an‘arena, and Troy will be

able to attract some bm~name |

non-conference opponents, or

perhaps even more important-

ly; look far- more attractive to .

~ Conference USA. Imagine
Memphis coming to Pike
County. . :

* But Troy’s not the only
place McGregor has made a
difference. Last week it was
announced McGregor and his
wife Pat have pledged the™

same amount to Aubur ns new

basketball fa<:1 ity: Th@y ;
“pledged the. money in honm of
“daughters Kim MeGregor
Brown and Cmdy Mc(xregoz
Benefield.

Constructlon on- Aubums :

$92 million arena is to begin
~this summer and will include
a practice facility, coaches
offices; a museum for Auburn
athletics and two food courts. .
Fans will also enjoy the «
. ambiance of the new place, as
they will be considerably clos-
er to the action than they are

at Beard-Eaves Colmeum
L 3 .
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There have been five so-
called “recogmzed” preseason
college football polls released
thus far this year and the

. Southeastern Confer ence, as
_expected, is well-represented.
- Georgia, Florida, LSU and

Auburn were all ranked s some-
Where, with the Bulldogas look:
ing more and more as if they

will be a hkely selection for No.

- 1 when the Associated Press

poll comes out'in August.~

The SEC has produced the
last two national Lhamplons :
in Florida and LSU, with the
Bengal Tigers being the only
-school to win the BCS cham-
pionship game twice since its

. inception.

All fold, almost, lmlf the
league has a coach who has
won some form of a national |
title. Les Miles, Nick Saban,
Urban Meyer, Steve Spurrier
and Phil Fulmer all wear
rings signifying their respec-
tive accomplishments, and
Mark Richt and Tommy
Tuberville have SEC chmnpi-
onship rings. ‘

That may explain in part
why an SEC team probably -
has a better chance to lose a
game and still stay in the title-
hunt than teams fr om most -
other Ieag,ues Last year, LSU

" became the first club to play.

for all the marbles after suf-
fering two defeats, the last a

“home-field decisionto

Arkansas in game 12.
MEE .

Quotg of the Week, from
Alabama’s Saban, while
speakmg to a Mobile civie
club: :

“Evez'ytlme a Txde fan puts:
their head on their pillow they
ought to hope and pr: ay John
Parker (Wilson) has a good
year. The best chance we have
to have a good team rests on

‘ ‘the fact he’ 58 Lwo~ye’n~ starter

and hes improved-and played.
wnh more consistenicy” ‘




